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Press Release 
Demanding implementation, challenging obstacles: End Violence Against Women. (2007 Commemoration of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence)
We have rolled again into another yearly event, commemorating 16 days activism against gender violence. Since 1991, the 16 Days Campaign has helped to raise awareness about gender violence and has highlighted its effects on women globally.  The yearly event that spurred the world to action dated back to November 25, 1961, when three sisters, the Mirabal sisters from the Dominican Republic were brutally assassinated for their opposition against the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. In 1981, Women's activists began marking the day (25 November) as a day against violence. On the 17th of December 1999, the United Nations General Assembly, by resolution 54/134 officially designated 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and invited governments, international organizations and NGOs to organize activities designated to raise public awareness of the problem on that day. In June 1991, the Centre for Women Global Leadership (CWGL) called for global campaign of 16 Days of Activism against Gender based Violence. The campaign, which aims to highlight the connections between women, violence, and human rights, spans from the 25th November to 10th December 1991. This time period encompasses four significant dates 25th November, the International Day Against Violence Against Women; 1st December, World AIDS day; 6th December, the anniversary of the Montreal Massacre, when 14 women engineering students were killed by Marc Lepine, a man who believed it was because of women students that he was not accepted to the engineering school; and 10th December; Human Rights Days. 

As submitted by Helise M of John Hopkins University of Public health ‘Violence against women is a pervasive human rights violation, a public health crisis, and an obstacle to equality, development, security and peace’.

In the US, a woman is beaten every 18 minutes, 1 in 3 adult women experience at least one physical assault by a partner during adulthood, and 4 million American women experience a serious assault by an intimate partner during an average 12-month period. In Canada, 3 out of 5 women are victims of domestic violence while in England and Wales the figure is 1 out 4 women. In Belgium in 2000, there were 18,239 cases of intentional beatings and injuries within families. This figure increased to 21,073 in 2004. The biggest increase in family violence took place among former partners, with 7,084 cases in 2000 compared with 10,137 in 2004. In Peru, 70 per cent of all crimes reported to the police involved women beaten by their husbands. In Russia, one woman in five is regularly beaten by her partner. In India and Bangladesh- one out of every woman murdered between 1983 and 1985 was a victim of domestic violence. It is not uncommon for a woman to be killed or burned with acid for not bringing enough dowries into their husband’s family when they marry. Rape statistics from South Africa are so shocking that it is almost unbelievable. Human rights activists estimate that one South African woman is raped every 26 seconds. The conservative consensus among NGOs is that approximately 250 000 rapes occur annually and one in five rapes is unreported. In Gambia, while it is difficult to give any definite statistics, it is well known that violence against women is prevalent. Violence against women takes various forms, such as physical abuse, rape, sexual harassment, female genital mutilation (FGM), early child marriage, domestic violence, girl child abuse. FGM prevalence is still reported to be about 80 percent. Listening to the victims of gender-based violence sharing their heart wrenching stories of domestic violence, and other forms of abuse, I realise that we still have a long way to go, despite our history of signing several protocols and endless declarations.

Over the years there have been series of conventions and resolutions aimed at ending violence against women. Yet in several communities gender based violence not only exists but actually seem to be increasing. This situation could be partly blamed on the unwillingness of many responsible governments and agencies to enforce these conventions and resolutions. In many countries, there are still no laws against such practices as female genital mutilation, child marriage and domestic violence; while victims of rape and sexual harassment go unprotected and living in perpetual fear. Furthermore, the fight against gender-based violence has remained heavily underfunded, political commitment to punish perpetrators of violence against women in many countries have been more in principle than in practice; the support from males for the fight to end violence against women has remained rudimentary, and many gender activists are still regarded as troublemakers rather than genuine human rights activists. Under such settings, it will be almost impossible for violence against women to be eradicated. As we commemorate this year’s event, let us pause to consider our individual contributions to the fight? Let us consider the consequences of our actions and or inactions in facilitating or hampering the fight to end violence against women. Let us consider that that abused woman could be your mother, or your sister, or your aunt, or your cousin. Let us consider that injustice to one is injustice to all. There is no room for complacency. There is no room for indifference. I implore you all to make a decision now to stop violence against women if you are a perpetrator, or to support the fight if you have convinced yourself that you are not an active perpetrator of violence against women. Join the march, carry the placard, wear the ribbon, participate in the symposium, talk with your family members, chat with your friends, send a letter to the parliament, educate the community and let the campaign begin now and continue even thereafter. We must hold our governments and elected representatives accountable for delivering on various promises to help end violence against women. We must hold all the various national, international and intergovernmental agencies responsible for implementing various agreements and protocols geared towards ending VAW. We must insist on our law enforcement agents and the Judiciary acting to protect vulnerable women and girls from various forms of violence. Civil society organisations must rise up to the challenge and unite. Fragmentation and overt and covert competition among CSOs as well as poor accountability have done much harm to the fight to end violence against women. To win this fight CSOs must close ranks and speak and act in unison. There is much to be done. 

Pro-Hope International, The Gambia (PHIN Gambia), an organisation engaged in gender and reproductive health issues, works with grassroots communities to address the issue of gender-based violence by influencing change in attitude and behaviours that perpetuate violence against females. This year, PHIN Gambia has trained 32 gender sensitivity peer educators made up of representatives from the Gambia Press Union, Gambia Teachers Union, and various women and youth organisations. Together with these organisations, PHIN Gambia is join the rest of the CSOs around the world to commemorate this year’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence. Programmes planned for the period includes a Peace March, Ribbon campaigns, symposia, and sensitization programmes in several communities around the Kombos.
At Pro-Hope International, The Gambia, it is our contention that the spirit, which moves a suicide bomber to crash a plane into a building housing thousands of people, is the same spirit, which makes a man delight in battering his wife, and if given the opportunity, the wife batterer will develop into a suicide bomber. To achieve genuine world peace therefore, the principle of gender sensitivity must be inculcated into every activity, culture, religion, family as well as individual lives. The dictum should be "a human being is a human being because he or she is a human being". The sex of one does not make such individual any more or less a human being. Until we all come to appreciate our need for one another - regardless of sex, race or creed, global peace will remain a mirage. 

The current emphasis on sustainable development, a concept determined by the people's perception of the need to conserve the available resources for the future generation, can only yield lasting dividend in the context of gender sensitivity. Selfishness and greed, which breeds the tendency to manipulate and exploit those whom we see as being weaker, negates the principle of sustainable development. Since these are the same factors which breed and perpetuate gender-based violence, one can postulate that gender-based violence contradicts the principle of sustainable development; and therefore sustainable development can be better achieved in the context of gender sensitivity. Gender violence is a cankerworm and a terrible menace that affects the confidence and well being of its victims and needs to be kicked out entirely.  Today, I call on you, whatever your profession, belief, sex, status, age, religion and affiliation to put yourself in their shoes, feel their hurt and experience their pain and agony. Take up the challenge and join hands with various groups to focus on this year’s theme - ‘Demanding implementation, challenging obstacles: End Violence Against Women. You and I are the solutions to eradicating the evils of gender violence. This fight is for one and all.

Aluta Continua!!!

For further information contact: Pro-Hope International, The Gambia, 26 Foday Kabba Highway Latrikunda Sabiji, Opposite Gamtel, P O Box 3416, Serekunda, The Gambia


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:phin@pro-hope.kabissa.org" ��phin@pro-hope.kabissa.org� ; Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pro-hope.kabissa.org" ��www.pro-hope.kabissa.org� 
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