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Bibliography and Resource List 
Human Rights for Women ��  Human Rights for All 

 
The following list of resources includes books, articles, reports, toolkits, Web sites, and films that 
provide information on women’s human rights. Readers can use this bibliography to raise awareness of 
research and advocacy already happening as well as help organizations develop their own knowledge and 
actions as they plan for the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Please note 
that this is not an exhaustive list of all available materials, and any suggestions you are able to offer 
regarding additional resources are welcomed.1 This bibliography is focused more on information at the 
international or regional level, but most of the reports and toolkits included contain their own 
bibliographies which lead to more specific information on a certain topic or demographic. Please note 
that this bibliography primarily contains resources specific to the 2008 16 Days of Activism Campaign 
theme Human Rights for Women  �� Human Rights for All: UDHR60 which focuses on celebrating the 
60th anniversary of the UDHR and on realizing universal women’s human rights through four key 
demands: support women human rights defenders, end violence against women, strengthen gender 
equality structures in the UN and expand financing for gender equality worldwide. If you have any 
questions or need further assistance finding additional resources, please contact CWGL at 
16days@cwgl.rutgers.edu. 
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1 The materials presented in this bibliography are available in English, and in some cases other languages: please click on the link of a specific 
document to search for translations. Additionally, CWGL is working to compile lists of resources available in Spanish and French. Please send 
us information about resources in any language that you would like us to consider for future bibliographies.  
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Important International Declarations and Conventions  
 
Below is a list of links to the Web sites of key United Nations documents concerning violence against women, 
including a brief description of each.2 These are presented chronologically, and reveal a trend in UN and regional 
attention to violence against women. Check to see if your country is a signatory to the various UN conventions 
and declarations, and use them as tools to ensure that your government is upholding the commitments it has 
made. 
 
1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)  
CEDAW is recognized as one of the six major international treaties. General Recommendation 19 (1992) makes clear the 
obligation of state signatories to end gender-based violence.  
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/0/300395546e0dec52c12563ee0063dc9d?Opendocument 
     
1993  Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action   
A major victory for activists, The UN World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna formally recognized that women’s rights 
are human rights. http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.CONF.157.23.En?OpenDocument 
 
1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (DEVAW) 
DEVAW defined violence against women, linked it to human rights, and called on governments to take specific steps to 
eliminate it. 
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.RES.48.104.En?Opendocument 
 
1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence 
Against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará)  
Belém do Pará was a convention amongst the nations of the Americas region that recognized violence against women as a 
human rights violation and called on states to act to prevent, punish and eradicate it.  
http://www.undp.org/rblac/gender/osavio.htm 
 
1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action 
The ICPD Programme of Action called the elimination of violence against women a cornerstone of population and 
development programmes. 
http://www.unfpa.org/icpd/icpd_poa.htm 
 
1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 
“Violence against women is an obstacle to equality, development and peace. Violence against women both violates and 
impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms.” The Beijing Platform of the 
UN Fourth World Conference on Women set out several key objectives for governments to focus on to address violence 
against women.  
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/index.html 
 
1999  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women 
The Optional Protocol to CEDAW (1999) allows individuals and groups to bring petitions on violations of the Convention 
before the CEDAW Committee.  
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/current.htm 
 
1999  Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to 
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, this Declaration was a collective 
effort by a number of human rights non-governmental organizations and some State delegations. The Declaration is 
addressed not just to States and to human rights defenders, but to everyone. 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N99/770/89/PDF/N9977089.pdf?OpenElement 

                                                 
2 Some descriptions adapted from UNIFEM. (2003). Not a Minute More: Ending Violence Against Women, p. 21. 
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2000  United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime  
Includes a Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. 
http://www.uncjin.org/Documents/Conventions/dcatoc/final_documents_2/convention_%20traff_eng.pdf 
 
2000 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security  
Security Council Resolution 1325 addresses violence against women during conflict and recognizes the importance of 
women’s role in peace-building 
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf 
 
2000 Millennium Declaration 
In this historic agreement, state parties to the Millennium Declaration pledged to combat violence against women and 
implement CEDAW to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, and strengthen respect for human rights. 
http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm 
 
2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, UN General Assembly Special Session on 
HIV/AIDS      
The Declaration of Commitment recognized the elimination of violence against women as key to the reduction of women’s 
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS and set time-bound targets for nations to address HIV/AIDS-related issues. 
http://www.un.org/ga/aids/docs/aress262.pdf 
 
2002  Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
The Rome Statute includes rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced sterilization, and other forms of 
sexual violence in its definitions of “crimes against humanity” and “war crimes.” 
http://www.un.org/law/icc/ 
 
2002 Council of Europe Recommendation Rec(2002)5 of the Committee of Ministers to member 
states on the protection of women against violence 
The Council of Europe Recommendations reaffirm the commitment of member states to eliminating violence against women 
and set out a series of measures that member states must take to fulfill their obligation to ending all forms of violence 
against women. 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=280915&Lang=en 
 
2003  Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in 
Africa 
The Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa was adopted in 2003 and came into force on the 25th of November, 2005 
after the necessary fifteen countries ratified it and made it into law. This protocol is a milestone in the protection and 
promotion of women's rights in African countries.  
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/women_en.html 
 
2005 United Nations Commission on Human Rights Resolution on Violence Against Women  
The resolution addresses the impact of violence as a cause and consequence of HIV/AIDS, the need for women to have 
autonomy over their sexuality and control over matters related to their reproductive health and choices, and the need for the 
criminalization of martial rape.  
http://www.un-instraw.org/en/images/stories/Beijing/unchr-2005resvaw.pdf 
 
2005 United Nations World Summit 
States agreed to continue efforts to eradicate violence against women including addressing impunity for violence against 
women in situations of armed conflict. 
http://www.un.org/ga/59/hl60_plenarymeeting.html 
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Other current United Nations initiatives or reports on violence against women:  
 
2006 Secretary-General’s study on violence against women  
A 2003 General Assembly resolution mandated the Secretary-General to prepare an in-depth study on violence against 
women. The Division for the Advancement of Women prepared the study with the participation of various NGOs and 
networks. The study includes an extensive recommendations section. 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/SGstudyvaw.htm 
 
Secretary General’s UN-wide Campaign to End Violence Against Women 
During the 2008 Commission on the Status of Women, Secretary Genera, Ban Ki Moon launched a UN wide campaign to 
end all forms of violence against women. He pledged to keep women’s human rights central to the work of the UN and 
called on male leaders around the world to be ambassadors for this cause. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=193 

 
Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences   
This independent expert position was established in 1994 by the UN Commission on Human Rights to examine, report on, 
and make recommendations concerning violence against women. All rapporteur reports are available at the following 
website: 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur/index.htm 
 
UNIFEM Say No to Violence Against Women campaign 
On November 25, 2007, UNIFEM launched an online campaign to end violence against women. This campaign seeks to 
collect 100,000 signatures from around the world. For each signature, $1 will be donated to the UN Trust Fund to End 
Violence Against Women. 
http://www.unifem.org/campaigns/vaw/ 
 
UNIFEM Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women 
The Trust Fund was established in 1996 by a General Assembly Resolution to identify and support local, national, regional 
and international initiatives to prevent and eliminate violence against women. 
http://www.unifem.org 
 

Understanding Violence Against Women  
as a Human Rights Violation 

 
International and United Nations Organizations and Resource Web sites: 
 
• Amnesty International – Stop Violence Against Women Campaign: 

http://web.amnesty.org/actforwomen/index-eng  
• Center for Women’s Global Leadership: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/index.html  
• End Violence Against Women: Information and Resources: http://www.endvaw.org  
• Family Violence Prevention Fund: http://endabuse.org  
• FEMNET – the African Women’s Development and Communication Network: http://www.femnet.or.ke  
• Global Coalition on Women and AIDS: http://womenandaids.unaids.org   
• Hot Peach Pages: http://www.hotpeachpages.net  
• International Center for Research on Women: http://www.icrw.org  
• Isis International (in Spanish): http://www.isis.cl 
• Isis Women’s International Cross-Cultural Exchange (ISIS WICCE): http://www.isis.or.ug/index.php 
• La Red Feminista Latinoamericana y del Caribe contra la Violencia Doméstica y Sexual: http://www.redfem.net 
• Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights: Stop Violence Against Women Web site: http://www.stopvaw.org  
• Soul Beat Africa: http://www.comminit.com/africa  
• Toolkit to End Violence Against Women: http://toolkit.ncjrs.org  
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• United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM): http://www.unifem.org  
• United Nations Development Program (UNDP): http://www.undp.org 
• United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW): http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw  
• United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women http://www.un-

instraw.org  
• United Nations Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences: 

http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur  
• University of Minnesota Human Rights Library: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts  
• Women Against Violence Europe (WAVE): http://www.wave-network.org/start.asp 
• Women Won’t Wait: End HIV and Violence Against Women Now: http://www.womenwontwait.org 
• World Health Organization (WHO) – Department of Gender and Women’s Health: 

http://www.who.int/gender/en  
• World Health Organization (WHO) – Sexual Violence Research Initiative: http://www.svri.org/ 
• World Organization Against Torture (OMCT): 

http://www.omct.org/index.php?id=EQL&lang=eng&PHPSESSID=e45340d721990d5517ed74be36014303  
 
General Research and Resources: 
 
• Amnesty International. (2004) It’s In Our Hands: Stop Violence Against Women. Available at: 

http://web.amnesty.org/web/web.nsf/8bad1ff50703146980256e32003c42f0/316e14580e57b88680256ea9003730
5a/$FILE/SVAW%20report%20ENGLISH.pdf 

• Bunch, Charlotte, and Niamh Reilly. (1994) Demanding Accountability: The Global Campaign and Vienna Tribunal 
for Women's Human Rights. Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) with United Nations 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). For ordering information see: Center for Women's Global 
Leadership: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/publications/demand.html 

• Bunch, Charlotte, and Roxanna Carrillo. (1991) Gender Violence: A Development and Human Rights Issue. Center 
for Women's Global Leadership. Contact: Center for Women's Global Leadership: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu; cwgl@igc.org 

• Bunch, Charlotte, and Samantha Frost. (2000) Women’s Human Rights: An Introduction. Available at   Center for 
Women’s Global Leadership: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/whr.html 

• Crooms, Lisa A. (1999) Using a Multi-Tiered Analysis to Reconceptualize Gender-Based Violence Against Women as a 
Matter of International Human Rights. Contact: Center for Women’s Global Leadership: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu; cwgl@igc.org 

• Ellsberg, Mary, and Lori Heise. (2005) Researching Violence Against Women: A Practical Guide for Researchers 
and Activists. Available from Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH), World Health 
Organization: http://www.path.org/files/GBV_rvaw_front.pdf 

• Grown, Caren, et. al: Millennium Project Task Force 3 on Gender Equality. (2005) Taking Action: Achieving 
Gender Equality and Empowering Women. http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/documents/Gender-complete.pdf 

• Harvard FXB Center for Health and Human Rights. (2003) Health and Human Rights: An International Journal: 
Vol. 6, No. 2, Special Focus: “Violence, Health, and Human Rights.”  Abstract available at: 
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/fxbcenter/backissues.htm. Vol. 7, No. 2, “Special Focus: Sexuality, Human Rights, 
and Health.” Abstract available at: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/fxbcenter/v7n2.htm 

• International Center for Research on Women: Nata Duvuury, Barbara Burton, and Nisha Varia. (2000) Justice, 
Change, and Human Rights: International Research and Responses to Domestic Violence. Available at: 
http://www.icrw.org/docs/domesticviolencesynthesis.pdf  

• Reilly, Niamh. (1996) Without Reservation: The Beijing Tribunal on Accountability for Women’s Human Rights. 
Center for Women’s Global Leadership. Contact: Center for Women’s Global Leadership: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu; cwgl@igc.org 

• Sen, Purna. (2003) Successes and Challenges: Understanding the Global Movement to End Violence Against Women. 
Chapter 6 in Global Civil Society 2003. Edited by H. K. Anheier, M. Glasius, M. Kaldor, Centre for Civil 
Society/Centre for Study of Global Governance. Available at: Part I- 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/Publications/Yearbooks/2003/2003Chapter6a.pdf; Part II- 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global/Publications/Yearbooks/2003/2003Chapter6b.pdf 
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• Steinitz, Maya. (2001) The Role of International Law in the Struggle Against Sex-Based and Gender-Based Violence 
Against Refugee Women. http://www.rhrc.org/pdf/steinitz.pdf 

• United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). (2003) Making a Difference: Strategic 
Communications to End Violence Against Women. New York, NY, USA. Contact: Women, Ink: 
http://www.womenink.org 

• United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). (2003) Not a Minute More: Ending Violence Against 
Women, New York, NY, USA: UNIFEM. Contact: Women, Ink: http://www.womenink.org 

• United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). (2000) With an End in Sight: Strategies from the 
UNIFEM Trust Fund to Eliminate Violence Against Women. Contact: Women, Ink: http://www.womenink.org 

• United Nations. (1995-2005) Reports submitted by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 
consequences. All reports available at: http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur/ 

• Women’s Learning Partnership. (2005) Leading to Change: Eliminating Violence Against Women in Muslim Societies. 
http://www.learningpartnership.org/news/events/2005/vawsymposium 

• World Health Organization. (2005) Addressing Violence Against Women and Achieving the MDGs. See World 
Health Organization online bookshop: http://bookorders.who.int/bookorders/index.htm  

• World Health Organization. (2002) World Report on Violence and Health. Available in English, Spanish, or 
French: http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/world_report/en/; Chapter 4: “Violence by 
Intimate Partners”: http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/global_campaign/en/chap4.pdf; 
Chapter 6: “Sexual Violence”: 
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/global_campaign/en/chap6.pdf 

• World Health Organization. (2005) Multi-Country Study on Women’s Health and Domestic Violence Against 
Women. Available at: http://www.who.int/gender/violence/multicountry/en/ 

 
 

Theme Specific Resource Information 
 
I. Support Women Human Rights Defenders 
 
• Amnesty International USA: Resource Web site: Support and Defend Women’s Human Rights Activists: 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/Womens_Human_Rights/Support_and_Defend_Women_Human_Rights_Activists
/page.do?id=1108333&n1=3&n2=39&n3=728 

• Asia Pacific Forum on Law, Women, and Development and the Defending Women, Defending Rights 
Campaign. (2007) Claiming Justice, Claiming Rights: A Guidebook on Women Human Rights Defenders. Available at: 
http://www.defendingwomenefendingrights.org/pdf2007/book3NeoWithCover.pdf 

• Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law, and Development. (2003) Report on the Consultation on Women Human 
Rights Defenders with the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Human Rights Defenders: April 4-6th, 

2003. Available at: http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/WHRD-Consultation-A5.pdf 
• Collis, Victoria, and the Women Human Rights Defenders’ International Coordinating Committee. (2005) 

Proceedings of the International Consultation on Women Human Rights Defenders. Available at: 
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/WHRD-Proceedings.pdf 

• Committee to Defend Women's Rights in the Middle East: http://www.geocities.com/middleeastwomen/ 
• Defending Women Defending Rights Campaign: http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/ 
• Defending Women Defending Rights Resource Guide: http://www.defendingwomen-

defendingrights.org/pdf/WHRD-Resource-English-press.pdf 
• Frontline: Protection of Human Rights Defenders: http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/ 
• Human Rights First—Women Human Rights Defenders. For more information see:  

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/defenders/hrd_women/hrd_women.asp 
• Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights 

Defenders. Available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/index.htm 
• Real, Mary Jane N., and Women Human Rights Defenders’ International Coordinating Committee. (2005) 

Evaluation Report of the International Campaign on Women Human Rights Defenders. Available at: 
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/WHRD-Evaluation-Report.pdf 
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• Real, Mary Jane N., and Michael Chai. (2005) Resource Book on Women Human Rights Defenders. Available at: 
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/pdf/WHRD-Resource-English-press.pdf 

• Rothschild, Cynthia. (2005) Written Out: How Sexuality is Used to Attack Women’s Organizing. Center for 
Women’s Global Leadership and International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission. Available at: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/publications/written.htm  

• Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders. Declaration on Human Rights Defenders: 
A/RES/53/144. Available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/declaration.htm 

• Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders. Annual Reports by the Special Rapporteur and the Special 
Representative and to the UN Human Rights Council and the Commission on Human Rights (2007 report includes 
focus on women and LGBT defenders). Available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/defenders/annual.htm 

• Special Representative on Human Rights Defenders Annual Report Including Information on Women Human 
Rights Defenders. (January 15, 2004) Report of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders: 
E/CN.4/2004/94. Available at: http://www.unhchr.ch/defenders/tiwomen.htm 

• World Organization Against Torture (OMCT). Human Rights Defenders:  
http://www.omct.org/index.php?id=EQL&lang=eng&PHPSESSID=e45340d721990d5517ed74be36014303. 

• Women Human Rights Defenders: Defending Women Defending Rights Campaign. Available at: 
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org 

 
II. End Violence Against Women 
 
• 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/home.html 
• Amnesty International. (2004) Activist Toolkit—Making Rights a Reality: The duty of states to address violence against 

women. Available at Amnesty International Online Library: http://web.amnesty.org/actforwomen/svaw-toolkit-
eng 

• Coomaraswamy, Radhika. (2000/1997) Economic and Social policy Impact on Violence Against Women; 
E/CN.4/2000/68/Add.5: Secretary-General’s in-depth study on all forms of violence against women. Available at: 
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/AllSymbols/7BF7C36BDD98602C802568BE0051F988/$File/G001
1265.pdf?OpenElement 

• Division for the Advancement of Women. (2006) The Secretary-General’s in-depth study on all forms of violence 
against women. Available at: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/SGstudyvaw.htm 

• Ertuk, Yakin. (2006) The Due Diligence Standard as a Tool for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. Office of 
the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, its causes and consequences; E/CN.4/2006/61. Available 
at the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCR): 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur/thematic.htm 

• Ertuk, Yakin. (2008) Indicators on Violence Against Women and State Response. Office of the Special Rapporteur 
on Violence Against Women, its causes and consequences. A/HRC/7/6. Available at the United Nations Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCR): 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur/ 

• Gender Manual Task Force for the Interagency Gender Working Group of the USAID Bureau for Global 
Health. (2003) A Manual for Integrating Gender into Reproductive Health and HIV Programs: From Commitment to 
Action.  Available at: http://www.dec.org/pdf_docs/PNACY690.pdf 

• Graffunder, Corinne M, Rita K. Noonan, Pamela Cox, and Jocelyn Wheaton. (2004) Through a Public Health 
Lens: Preventing Violence Against Women: An Update from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Available at VAWNET: http://www.vawnet.org/SexualViolence/PreventionAndEducation/CDC-PublicHealth.pdf 

• Mathiason, Maria-Cristina Sara-Serrano. (2003) Women with Disabilities: Lessons of Reinforcing the Gender 
Perspective in International Norms and Standards. For more information see: 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/women/wwdis0.htm 

• Naripoko. (2006) Claiming State Accountability: Monitoring Health Services for Women. 
Available at: http://www.wedo.org/files/Claiming%20State%20Accountability%20Shireen.doc 

• Nowak, Manfred. (2008) Report of the Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment. 7th Session of the Human Rights Council, Geneva. Available at: 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G08/101/61/PDF/G0810161.pdf?OpenElement 
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• Rothschild, Cynthia (et al.) Center for Women’s Global Leadership. (2006) Strengthening Resistance: Confronting 
Violence Against Women and HIV/AIDS. Available at: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/publications/strengthening.pdf 

• United Nations Division for Advancement of Women. (2006) Ending Violence Against Women: From Words to 
Action (Study by the Secretary General). Available at: 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/launch/english/v.a.w-exeE-use.pdf 

• United Nations, General Assembly. (December 20th, 1993) Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women; A/RES/48/104. Available at: http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r104.htm 

• UNIFEM. (2003) Not a Minute More: Ending Violence Against Women. Available at: 
http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=7 

• The Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights, and the Peoples Health Movement. Women’s Access to 
Health Campaign. For more information visit: http://www.wgnrr.nl/home.php?page=3&sub=3&type=menu 

• Women for Women’s Human Rights. The Campaign for the Reform of the Penal Code from a Gender 
Perspective/The Campaign for Full Gender Equality in the Civil Code/The Campaign for the Protection Order against 
Domestic Violence. For more information visit: http://www.wwhr.org/penalcode_reform.php 

• World Health Organization. (2004) The Economic Dimensions of Interpersonal Violence. Available at: 
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2004/9241591609.pdf 

 
 
III. Strengthen Gender Equality Structures in the UN 
 
The following fundamental GEAR (UN Gender Equality Architecture Reform) documents provide an 
overview of the international GEAR Campaign, which is currently supported by over 270 organizations 
worldwide.   
 
 Gender Equality Architecture Reform Campaign Statement and Key Messages BUILDING A UNITED NATIONS 

THAT REALLY WORKS FOR ALL WOMENCAMPAIGN FOR STRONGER GENDER EQUALITY ARCHITECTURE 
REFORM (GEAR) AT THE UN 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/GEAR%20Campaign%20Statement%20&%20Key%
20Messages%2008%20eng.pdf 

 Secretary-General’s High-level Panel on UN System-wide Coherence in the Areas of Development, 
Humanitarian Assistance, and the Environment. (2006) Delivering As One. Available at: 
http://www.un.org/events/panel/resources/pdfs/HLP-SWC-FinalReport.pdf 

 Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and Women’s Environment and Development Organization. (2006) 
Gender Equality Architecture and UN Reforms: Submission by Women’s Groups to the UN Secretary-General’s High 
Level Panel on System-wide Coherence: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/Gender%20Equality%20Architecture%20and%20U
N%20Reforms%20July%202006.pdf 

 On behalf of the GEAR Campaign Submission made to the Office of the Special Advisor on Gender Issues (2008) 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/May%2028%202008%20GEARSubmissionongaps.p
df 

 
The following documents are campaigning tools (which include fact sheets, talking points and other 
materials for advocacy) and global & regional statements from NGOs.  
 
 African Democracy Forum, Association for Women’s Rights in Development, Baha’i International Community, 

BAOBAB for Women’s Human Rights, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, Development Alternatives 
with Women for a New Era, International Center for Research on Women, International Planned Parenthood 
Federation—Western Hemisphere, International Women’s Tribune Center, Women Living Under Muslim 
Laws, Women’s Environment and Development Organization, Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom. (2008) Briefing Note on Women's Rights and the "Coherence Panel" in the UN Reform Process. Available 
at: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/UN%20Reform%20Briefing%20Note%20final.doc 
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http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/UN%20Reform%20Briefing%20Note%20final.doc


 Bunch, Charlotte. (2007) Women and Gender: The Evolution of Women Specific Institutions and Gender Integration 
at the United Nations. http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/charlotte/UNHandbook.pdf 

 Center for Women’s Global Leadership. (2006) Statement on Reforming the Gender Equality Architecture of the 
United Nations. http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/Statement11.09.06withsig.pdf 

 Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL), and Women’s Environment and Development Organization 
(WEDO). (2006) Briefing Note: Reforming the UN Gender Equality Architecture. 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/BriefingNote0906.pdf 

 Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and Women’s Environment and Development Organization. (2006) 
Statement on Reforming the Gender Equality Architecture of the United Nations 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/Statement11.09.06withsig.pdf 

 Regional Statements on UN Gender Equality Architecture Reform 
 Concluding Statement of NGO Regional Consultation (2007) Reforming the UN Gender Equality Architecture: 
“What Does it Mean for Women’s Rights in Europe and CIS”? 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/GEACEE.doc 

 UK Gender & Development Network & Women in Development Europe Statement on Gender Equality 
Recommendations of the High Level Panel on UN Reform 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/GEAEUROPE.pdf 

 Statement on Reforming the Gender Equality Architecture of the United Nations (South Asia) 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/GEASOUTHASIA.doc 

 Statement of the African Feminist Forum on the New UN Entity for Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/GEAAFRICA.doc 

 Deen, Thalif. (2006) Nations: Post-War Peace Building Still a Boys Club, TerraViva-EUROPE. Available at: 
http://www.ipsterraviva.net/Europe/article.aspx?id=3505 

 Deen, Thalif. (2007) NGOs Campaign for New UN Women's Agency, Inter Press Service News Agency. Available 
at: http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=36570 

 Deen, Thalif. (2007) Proposed UN Women's Agency Gains Key Ally, Inter Press Service News Agency. Available at: 
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=36889 

 International Planned Parenthood Federation. (2008) GEAR Campaign, Calling for a Stronger United Nations Entity 
for Women, Will Launch Today, press release. Available at: 
http://www.ippfwhr.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=kuLRJ5MTKvH&b=2770855&content_id={3A4AB4AD
-D534-4D5E-96EE-626994D10C5A}&notoc=1 

 Isis International Manila. (2007) Interview: Patricia Licuanan on UN Gender Equality Architecture. 
http://www.isiswomen.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=752&Itemid=204 

 Isis International Manila. Speed up UN Gender Architecture Reforms, “GEAR” Campaign says. Available at: 
http://www.isiswomen.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=777&Itemid=204 

 Isis International Manila. (2006) UN Panel Calls for More Solid Gender Architecture. Available at: 
http://www.isiswomen.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=337&Itemid=204 

 Stakeholder Forum, UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service, FBOMS. (2006) Summary report of the High-level 
Panel Consultation with Civil Society: Geneva, 2 July 2006. Available at: 
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/unadvocacy/Coherence%20Panel%20Summary.pdf 

 Statement submission to the 52nd Commission on the Status of Women on behalf of the global campaign for 
Gender Equality Architecture Reform in the United Nations by Amnesty International, Asia Pacific Women’s 
Watch, Association for Women’s Rights In Development, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, 
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, African Women's Development & Communication 
Network, International Planned Parenthood Federation, Women’s Environment and Development 
Organization, WIDE - Globalising Gender Equality and Social Justice non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council. (2008):  
http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/globalcenter/policy/csw08/CSW%202008%20GEAR%20submission%20EN.pdf  

 Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO). Gender and Governance Program, GEAR 
campaign. For more information, visit: http://www.wedo.org/programs.aspx?mode=gender 

 Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO). (2007) Gender Equality & United Nations 
Reform: A Resource Packet. Available at: http://www.wedo.org/files/UNReform-InfoPacket.pdf 

 Women’s E-news. (2006) U.N. Women Primed for Stronger, Central Agency. Available at: 
http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm/dyn/aid/2972/context/archive 
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http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm/dyn/aid/2972/context/archive


 World YWCA. (2008) Gear Up for a United Nations that Works for Women. Available at:  
http://www.worldywca.info/index.php/ywca/layout/set/print/world_ywca/ywca_news/world_ywca_news__1/cs
w_gear_campaign 

 
IV. Expand Financing for Gender Equality 
 
• African Women’s Development Fund. The 13 Campaign, Mobilizing Resources for Africa Women to Fight HIV/AIDS. 

For more information visit: http://www.awdf.org 
• All Africa Global Media. (2007) Robinson calls for more funding for women’s rights groups. For more information go 

to Civil Society Resource Center: 
http://civilsocietyghana.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=36&Itemid=9 

• American Human Services Association. Funding the Work Community Efforts to End Domestic Violence and Child 
Abuse. Available at: http://www.ortsolutions.org/pages/docs/funding.pdf 

• AWID. (2006) Money and Movements. Available at: 
http://www.awid.org/moneyandmovements/ppts/day2/resource_mobilization/violence_against_women_en.doc 

• AWID with Just Associates. (2006) Where is the Money for Women's Rights?: Assessing the resources and the role of 
donors in the promotion of women's rights and the support of women's rights organizations. Available at: 
http://www.awid.org/go.php?pg=where_is_money 

• AWID. (2002) Addressing Financial Stability: Key Challenges and Opportunities for Transnational Women’s Rights 
Organizations. Available at: http://www.awid.org/publications/occasional10.doc 

• BRIDGE. (2003) Gender and Budgets: Cutting Edge Pack 2003. Available at: 
http://www.bridge.ids.ac.uk/reports_gend_ec.html 

• Budlender, Debbie, and Guy Hewitt. (2002) Gender Budgets Make More Cents: Country Studies and Good Practice. 
Available at International Development Research Center, Canada: http://www.idrc.ca/uploads/user-
S/11271631831Budlender_&_Hewitt-_Gender_Budgets_Make_More_Cents.pdf 

• Budlender, Debbie, Rhonda Sharp, and Kerri Allen. (1998) How to do a Gender-sensitive Budget Analysis: 
Contemporary research and practice. Available at: http://books.google.com 

• Budlender, Debbie. (2000) The Political Economy of Women’s Budgets in the South. Available at International 
Development Research Center, Canada: http://www.idrc.ca/uploads/user-S/11279469741WorldDevtArticle.pdf 

• Elson, Diane. (1998) Integrating Gender Issues into National Budgetary Policies and Procedures: Some policy options, 
Journal of International Development, 10. Available at Wiley InterScience: 
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/fulltext/5150/PDFSTART 

• Fried, Susana, and Women Won’t Wait: End Violence Against Women and HIV&AIDS. Now. campaign. (2005) 
Show Us The Money: Is Violence Against Women on the HIV & AIDS Funding Agenda? For more information visit: 
http://www.womenwontwait.org/ 

• Glasgow Violence Against Women Partnership. For more information visit: 
http://www.gvawp.org.uk/News/funding.htm 

• Nilüfer, Çagatay. (2003) Gender budgets and beyond: feminist fiscal policy in the context of Globalization. Available in 
AWID Publications: http://www.awid.org/publications/gen_dev/cagatay.pdf 

• San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women. For more information visit: 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/cosw_index.asp?id=4448 

• Scottish Executive Violence Against Women Fund 2006-2008. For more information see:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/10/11153719/37198 

• Sen, Gita. (2000) ‘Gender mainstreaming in finance ministries.’ Available at Centro de Desenvolvimento e 
Planejamento Regional: 
http://www.cedeplar.ufmg.br/economia/disciplinas/ecn933a/crocco/Financiamento_desenvolvimento_genero/SE
N,%20G.%20Gender%20mainstreaming%20in%20finance%20ministries.pdf 

• Step it Up-End Violence Against Women. (2007) Step 9:Demand Secure Funding for Women’s Organizations. For 
more information see: http://www.stepitupontario.ca/10-steps/step-9-demand-secure-funding-for-womens-
organizations..html 

• Stotsky, Janet G. (2007) Budgeting with Women in Mind. Finance and Development, Vol. 44, no. 2. Available at 
IMF Publications: http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2007/06/stotsky.htm 

• UNIFEM. (2003) Budgeting for Equity: Gender Budget Initiatives Within a Framework of Performance Oriented 
Budgeting. Available at: http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=3 
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• UNIFEM. (2006) Budgeting for Women’s Rights: Monitoring Government Budgets for Compliance with CEDAW. 
Available at: http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=44 

• UNIFEM. (2002) Gender Budget Initiatives: Strategies, Concepts and Experiences. Available at: 
http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=4 

• UNIFEM Gender Budgets Resource Center. Available at: http://www.gender-
budgets.org/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/ 

• UNIFEM. (2006) Gender Responsive Budgeting. For more information go to: http://www.gender-budgets.org/ 
• UNIFEM. (2007) A Life Free of Violence Is Our Right! The UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women. Available 

at: http://www.unifem.org/resources/item_detail.php?ProductID=83 
• UNIFEM, and UNFPA. (2006) Gender Responsive Budgeting: A Training Manual. Available at: http://www.gender-

budgets.org/ 
• UNIFEM, and UNFPA. (2006) Gender Responsive Budgeting and Women’s Reproductive Rights: A Resource Pack. 

Available at: http://www.gender-budgets.org/ 
• United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for Sustainable Development: The 

Monterrey Consensus, 2002: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/Monterrey_Consensus.htm 
• Van Staveren, Irene. (2002) Global Finance and Gender. Available at Centro de Desenvolvimento e Planejamento 

Regional: 
http://www.cedeplar.ufmg.br/economia/disciplinas/ecn933a/crocco/Financiamento_desenvolvimento_genero/VA
N%20STAVEREN,%20I.%20Global%20finance%20and%20gender.pdf 

• World Bank. Engendering Development. Available at: http://www.worldbank.org/gender/ 
• World Bank. Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness. Available at: 

http://www1.worldbank.org/harmonization/Paris/FINALPARISDECLARATION.pdf 
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	Important International Declarations and Conventions 
	Below is a list of links to the Web sites of key United Nations documents concerning violence against women, including a brief description of each. These are presented chronologically, and reveal a trend in UN and regional attention to violence against women. Check to see if your country is a signatory to the various UN conventions and declarations, and use them as tools to ensure that your government is upholding the commitments it has made.
	1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
	CEDAW is recognized as one of the six major international treaties. General Recommendation 19 (1992) makes clear the obligation of state signatories to end gender-based violence. 
	http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/0/300395546e0dec52c12563ee0063dc9d?Opendocument
	1993  Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action  
	A major victory for activists, The UN World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna formally recognized that women’s rights are human rights. http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.CONF.157.23.En?OpenDocument
	1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women (DEVAW)
	DEVAW defined violence against women, linked it to human rights, and called on governments to take specific steps to eliminate it.http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.RES.48.104.En?Opendocument
	1994 Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) 
	Belém do Pará was a convention amongst the nations of the Americas region that recognized violence against women as a human rights violation and called on states to act to prevent, punish and eradicate it. http://www.undp.org/rblac/gender/osavio.htm
	1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action
	The ICPD Programme of Action called the elimination of violence against women a cornerstone of population and development programmes.
	http://www.unfpa.org/icpd/icpd_poa.htm
	1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
	“Violence against women is an obstacle to equality, development and peace. Violence against women both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms.” The Beijing Platform of the UN Fourth World Conference on Women set out several key objectives for governments to focus on to address violence against women. 
	http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/index.html
	1999  Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
	The Optional Protocol to CEDAW (1999) allows individuals and groups to bring petitions on violations of the Convention before the CEDAW Committee. 
	http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/current.htm
	2000  United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 
	Includes a Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. http://www.uncjin.org/Documents/Conventions/dcatoc/final_documents_2/convention_%20traff_eng.pdf
	2000 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security 
	Security Council Resolution 1325 addresses violence against women during conflict and recognizes the importance of women’s role in peace-building
	http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
	2000 Millennium Declaration
	In this historic agreement, state parties to the Millennium Declaration pledged to combat violence against women and implement CEDAW to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, and strengthen respect for human rights.http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm
	2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, UN General Assembly Special Session on
	HIV/AIDS     
	The Declaration of Commitment recognized the elimination of violence against women as key to the reduction of women’s vulnerability to HIV/AIDS and set time-bound targets for nations to address HIV/AIDS-related issues.
	http://www.un.org/ga/aids/docs/aress262.pdf
	2002  Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
	The Rome Statute includes rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced sterilization, and other forms of sexual violence in its definitions of “crimes against humanity” and “war crimes.”
	http://www.un.org/law/icc/
	2002 Council of Europe Recommendation Rec(2002)5 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the protection of women against violence
	https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=280915&Lang=en
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	2005 United Nations Commission on Human Rights Resolution on Violence Against Women 
	http://www.un-instraw.org/en/images/stories/Beijing/unchr-2005resvaw.pdf
	2005 United Nations World Summit
	States agreed to continue efforts to eradicate violence against women including addressing impunity for violence against women in situations of armed conflict.
	http://www.un.org/ga/59/hl60_plenarymeeting.html
	Other current United Nations initiatives or reports on violence against women: 
	2006 Secretary-General’s study on violence against women 
	A 2003 General Assembly resolution mandated the Secretary-General to prepare an in-depth study on violence against women. The Division for the Advancement of Women prepared the study with the participation of various NGOs and networks. The study includes an extensive recommendations section. http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/SGstudyvaw.htm
	Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences  
	This independent expert position was established in 1994 by the UN Commission on Human Rights to examine, report on, and make recommendations concerning violence against women. All rapporteur reports are available at the following website:
	http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/women/rapporteur/index.htm
	UNIFEM Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women
	The Trust Fund was established in 1996 by a General Assembly Resolution to identify and support local, national, regional and international initiatives to prevent and eliminate violence against women.http://www.unifem.org
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