
the GLOBAL
C A M P A I G N / ^

WOMEN'S

H U M A N

RIGHTS

testimonies
oftheglobal tribuna

onviolationsof
women's human rights

at the United Nations
World Conference on Human Rights

Vienna, June 1993

Center for women's Global Leadership



testimonies
oftheglobal tribunal

onviolationsof
women's human rights

at the United Nations
World Conference on Human Rights

Vienna, June 1993

Compiled by Niamh Reilly
with the assistance of Diane Bailey, Lyly Fortin, Sam Frost, Louis M. Cracia,

Ed Hatton, Ulrike Mann, Lisa Morris, Gerry Rogers,
Andrea Romani, Jassna Schwarz, and Sita Venkateswar



First printing: July 1994
© 1994. Center for Women's Global Leadership

Printed on recycled paper

Photographs by Cindy Ewing
Designed by Cadence Ciersbach and Cynthia Madansky
Printed by Plowshares Press_, Highland Park, New Jersey

nOWSHARES NESS



contents
acknowledgements 1

program 2

introduction 3

testimonies 6

human rights abuse in the family 6

war crimes against women 21

violations of bodily integrity .. 43

socio-economic rights 53

political persecution and discrimination 67

funders 80

center description and publications list 80



excerpts from the Vienna declaration and
programme of action June 1993

" T h e human rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable, integral and
indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal participation of women in
political, civil, economic, social and cultural life, at the national, regional and international
levels, and the eradication of all forms of discrimination on grounds of sex are priority
objectives of the international community." paragraph ie

" T h e World Conference on Human Rights expresses its dismay at massive
violations of human rights especially in the form of genocide, 'ethnic cleansing"
and systematic rape of women in war situations, creating mass exodus of refugees
and displaced persons." paragraph 28

" T h e World Conference on Human Rights urges the full and equal enjoyment
by women of all human rights and that this be a priority for Governments and for the
United Nations." paragraph 36

"The equal status of women and the human rights of women should be integrated
into the mainstream of United Nations system-wide activity." paragraph 37

" T h e World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of working towards
the elimination of violence against women in public and private life, the elimination of all
forms of sexual harassment, exploitation and trafficking in women, the elimination of gender
bias in the administration of justice and eradication of any conflicts which may arise between
the rights of women and the harmful effects of certain traditional or customary practices,
cultural prejudices and religous extremism." paragraph 38

" T h e World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the decision of the Commission
on Human Rights to consider the appointment of a special rapporteur on violence against
women at its fiftieth session." paragraph 40

" T h e World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms, on the basis of equality
between women and men, a woman's right to accessible and adequate health care and
the widest range of family planning services, as well as equal access to education at
all levels." paragraph41
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