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MACROECONOMIC POLICY & THE RIGHTS TO WATER & SANITATION
BRIEF SYNOPSIS
From March 31st-April 1st, 2011 the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) organized a meeting on Macroeconomics and the Rights to Water and Sanitation.” The meeting was coordinated in conjunction with, Ms. Catarina de Albuquerque, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation.  The gathering brought leaders from around the world together to discuss important themes related to the mandate of the Rapporteur and to share local perspectives and experiences.

The discussion focused on three specific and interrelated issues:  to understand how macroeconomic policies can effectively comply with human rights obligations with regards to the rights to water and sanitation; to address the connections between the theory and practice of human rights and that of revenue raising and public expenditure management in the field of water and sanitation; as well as to engender the mandate of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation. 
The meeting was designed to contribute new analysis and perspectives to inform Ms. de Albuquerque’s upcoming reports in 2011.   The Rapporteurs’ first report will be delivered to United Nations Human Rights Council on national planning to implement the rights to water and sanitation.  The second is the UN General Assembly on the principal challenges in the realization of the rights to water and sanitation focusing on financial resources and their allocation, as one of the major (perceived) challenges.  Additionally, these discussions will feed into the production of a report for those working on economic and social rights that will shed light on some of the difficult issues that need to be grappled with when discussing how far a government is complying with its obligation to realize the human rights to water and sanitation. 
A full report from this meeting will be available in July 2011.

BACKGROUND

This meeting is one out of many consultations the Center for Women’s Global Leadership is convening with United Nations Special Procedure mandate holders in an effort to provide substantive economic analysis to their mandate and engender their framework.  In June 2010, CWGL conceptualized a meeting entitled, Facilitating Gender Equality and Social Protection for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals with the UN Independent Expert on the Question of Human Rights and Extreme Poverty.  CWGL’s upcoming consultation will be held in fall 2011 with Mr. Olivier DuSchutter, the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food.   
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