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Our  Mission
CWGL
strives to
make a
difference in
all aspects
of women’s
lives on both
local and
global levels
[. . .] being
surrounded
by a group
of strong
minded
women who
advocate
for women’s
rights is
empowering.

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) envisions
a world in which all people are equal and gender equality is
systemically realized by the achievement of human rights for
all. CWGL strengthens and facilitates women’s leadership for
human rights and social justice worldwide. CWGL is based at
the School of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers University.
Programmatic  Objectives
The Center supports women’s leadership by working to:
Advance economic and social rights from a feminist
perspective;
Promote an end to gender-based violence and highlight
linkages with militarism; and
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Build coalitions and deepen capacities around those
urgent issues that are critical to the global women’s
movement to secure policy reform at the international
and national levels.
CWGL  on  Social  Media
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CenterforWomensGlobalLeadership
Twitter: http://twitter.com/CWGL_Rutgers
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/CWGLRutgers
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/cwgl
Tumblr: http://cwgl.tumblr.com
Website: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu
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Message  from  the  
Executive  Director

© Paula Court

Dear  Friends  and  Colleagues,
I would like to thank you again for all your
support and concern when we lost power
for almost three weeks due to Superstorm
Sandy. In spite of our relocation, we
managed to keep our work going and
successfully launched this year’s 16 Days
Campaign.
This year has been truly remarkable with
the ongoing changes in the Middle East and
North Africa, the struggles for democracy
and human rights, the ongoing debates
around the world on austerity, budgets
cuts, lack of employment and increasing
inequalities. These realities reaffirm that
the Center’s work on advancing women’s
economic and social rights and promoting
an end to violence against women while
highlighting linkages with militarism is
timely and relevant.
During the last year, we joined with
individuals from thousands of local,
national, regional and international
organizations to take action against violence
against women and have been privileged
to collaborate with feminist advocates,
United Nations Special Rapporteurs and
the United Nations to forge new analyses of
women’s rights. This annual report, which
covers the period of July 1, 2011 through
June 30, 2012, highlights these and other
CWGL projects.

In recognition of our work, CWGL was
also honored with two prestigious awards.
The first, from Philanthropedia, named
CWGL as one of the top five non-profits
working worldwide to end gender-based
violence. The second, the 2012 Association
of College and Research Libraries Women
and Gender Studies Section Award for
Significant Achievement in Woman’s
Studies Librarianship, honors the digital
CWGL Poster Collection, developed in
partnership with the Margery Somers Foster
Center, Rutgers University Libraries, and
in collaboration with the Department of
Women’s and Gender Studies. The poster
collection documents twenty years of
transnational feminist grassroots activism
and advocacy.
Finally, I would like to thank you for your
ongoing commitment to the work of the
Center for Women’s Global Leadership.
Your support is critical to our success in
promoting women’s human rights and
social justice worldwide. Please contribute
to our newly established Fund for Women’s
Rights and Global Justice. Visit our website
at http://cwgl.rutgers.edu/support-us to
learn more and make a donation.
In Solidarity,

Radhika Balakrishnan, PhD
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Advancing  Economic  and  Social  
Rights  from  a  Feminist  Perspective  
Did  you  
know?
The UN Special
Rapporteur
on human
rights and
extreme poverty
acknowledged
CWGL’s
influence in
her reports on
the importance
of social
protection
measures in
achieving the
Millennium
Development
Goals
(A/65/259)
and the human
rights based
approach to
recovery from
the global
economic and
financial crises
(A/HRC/17/34).

CWGL advances economic rights from a
feminist perspective through its work with
social justice and feminist organizations
and activists. We develop feminist analyses
together with women leaders, and:
Conduct feminist economic justice
trainings and workshops;
Advocate at the United Nations; and
Produce popular education materials
to share with feminist human rights
advocates and others.
Work  with  United  Nations  Special  
Rapporteurs
CWGL convenes meetings with United
Nations experts to broaden understandings
of the relationships between human rights
obligations and macroeconomic policy, and
engender the mandate of the experts. The
consultations are an innovative method for

Executive Director Radhika
Balakrishnan holds teach-in on
macroeconomic policies and human
rights for Young Feminist Wire
members at the 2012 AWID Forum,
Istanbul, Turkey.

integrating feminist economic thinking
into the thematic reports and country
visits of mandate holders.
In September 2011, CWGL organized a
two-day expert group meeting, “The Right
to Food, Gender Equality and Economic
Policy.” The meeting aimed to contribute
to the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on the Right to Food’s work on gender
equality. The meeting specifically focused
on: the ways in which macroeconomic
policy can comply with human rights
obligations to food from a feminist
perspective; and the connections between
the achievement of human rights and the
role of regulation, specifically the roles of
international trade and local food systems.
Recommendations to member states are
outlined in the meeting’s report, available
on the Center’s website.
Trainings  &  Workshops
As feminists advocating for the full
realization of human rights and the
achievement of gender equality, there is a
need to have knowledge of macroeconomic
policies to fully comprehend systemic
issues of inequality. To this end, on
April 18, 2012, ActionAid International
and CWGL co-sponsored an Economic
Justice Training to introduce advocates
to feminist human rights perspectives
of macroeconomic policy. Participants
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2011-2012  Highlights
September  15,  2011
CWGL  launched  meeting  report,  
Intersections  of  Violence  Against  
Women  and  Militarism
September  16-17,  2011
CWGL  hosted  the  UN  Special  
Rapporteur  on  the  Right  to  Food,  
New  Brunswick,  NJ

October  3,  2011
CWGL  collaborated  with  the  US  Human  
Rights  Network  to  submit  a  joint  letter  to  
the  U.S.  Congress  demanding  a  human  
rights  perspective  on  budget  decisions
October  20-21,  2011
CWGL  organized  the  strategic  
conversation,  “Women’s  Human  

Rights,  Imperialism,  Militarism  and  the  
Religious  Right,”  New  Brunswick,  NJ
October  25,  2011
Public  lecture  given  by  Marcela  Olivera,  
Bolivian  water  rights  activist  &  Institute  
for  Women’s  Leadership  Visiting  Global  
Associate,  in  residence  with  CWGL,  New  
Brunswick,  NJ

October  26,  2011
CWGL  held  teach-in,  “Applying  
a  Human  Rights  Perspective  to  
Macroeconomic  Policies,”  Occupy  
Wall  Street,  New  York,  NY
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I plan to add
the language of
macroeconomic
policy and
women’s
human rights
perspective [to]
our advocacy
activities. We
do advocacy
for women’s
employment,
for example,
but we do not
build close
linkages with
macroeconomic
policies. This
will strengthen
the power of
our arguments
and will provide
an alternative
perspective.  
Participant, Economic
Justice Training, Istanbul,
Turkey, April 18, 2012
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represented countries in Africa, Asia,
Europe, Latin America, Middle East,
North America, and the Pacific.

Publications
Launch of Nexus Briefs
As the world experiences increasing

inequalities and gaps between and within
countries, women’s rights organizations are
working to challenge current hegemonic
systems and develop alternatives for change.
Building on feminist economic analyses,
CWGL has undertaken the production of
periodic briefs - Nexus: Shaping Feminist
Visions in the 21st Century - to enhance
women’s leadership for the realization of
human rights. The briefs aim to both engender
analytical and practical approaches to human
rights in general, and economic and social
rights in particular, as well as strengthen
the capacity of feminist and social justice
movements.
t

Brief Number 1: Making
Macroeconomics Work For US:
A Feminist Perspective

t

Brief Number 2: Maximizing Resources
to Realize Rights For All

Economic Policy and Human Rights:
Holding Governments to Account

Edited by Balakrishnan, R. & Elson, D., Zed
Books (2011). This publication presents
a powerful critique of three decades of
neoliberal economic policies, assessed through
human rights norms.

During the Association for Women’s
Rights in Development (AWID) 2012
Forum in Istanbul, Turkey, CWGL
presented a skills-building workshop
on macroeconomics, Demystifying
Economics: Macroeconomic Policy,
to over 100 feminist activists from all
around the world working on issues
related to women’s rights, social justice,
and human rights. The workshop
provided forum participants with
an introduction to macroeconomics
that unpacked key terms related to
monetary and fiscal policies and their
impacts on the realization of economic
and social rights.
June 4-8, 2012
In June 2012, CWGL co-sponsored
the “Using CEDAW to Strengthen
Accountability for Women’s Human
Rights in Development” consultation
with International Women’s Rights
Action Watch (IWRAW) Asia Pacific
in Bangkok, Thailand. The consultation
introduced policy linkages between
CEDAW and CESCR and explored
strategies for women’s rights activism.
Associate Director Savi Bisnath
presented on macroeconomic policy
and women’s rights.

The Right to Food, Gender Equality and Economic Policy
expert group meeting, New Brunswick, NJ
© Center for Women’s Global Leadership

November  25-December  10,  2011
CWGL  coordinated  its  annual  
international  16  Days  of  Activism  
Against  Gender  Violence
Campaign.  On  campus,  groups  from  
across  Rutgers  University  joined  the  
campaign.  Partial  listing  includes:

1RYHPEHU'HFHPEHU
“16  Books  for  16  Days”  at  Mabel  Smith  Library,  New  
%UXQVZLFN1-RUJDQL]HGE\WKH5XWJHUV2I¿FHIRU
Violence  Prevention  and  Victim  Assistance  &  Mabel  
Smith  Library
1RYHPEHU'HFHPEHU
The  Purple  Ribbon  Campaign  at  Busch  Campus  Center,  
New  Brunswick,  NJ;;  organized  by  the  Bush  Residence  
+DOO$VVRFLDWLRQ WKH5XWJHUV2I¿FHRI6RFLDO-XVWLFH
and  LGBT  Communities

'HFHPEHU
“3rd  Annual  Human  Rights  House  Coffeehouse,”  
Douglass  Residential  College;;  organized  by  CWGL  and  
Human  Rights  House
'HFHPEHU
“Healthy  Relationships;;  Love  Shouldn’t  Hurt”  at  
Rutgers  Hillel,  New  Brunswick,  NJ;;  organized  by  
5XWJHUV+LOOHO WKH5XWJHUV2I¿FHIRU9LROHQFH
Prevention  and  Victim  Assistance

'HFHPEHU
6FUHHQLQJRI-HQQLIHU6LHEHO1HZVRP¶V¿OP
“Miss  Representation,”  Scott  Hall,  College  Ave  
Campus,  New  Brunswick,  NJ;;  organized  by  
WKH5XWJHUV2I¿FHIRU9LROHQFH3UHYHQWLRQDQG
Victim  Assistance  &  Douglass  Library
'HFHPEHU
“Pray  the  Devil  Back  to  Hell”
screening  at  UMDNJ  School  of  Public  Health,  
Piscataway,  NJ

C e n t e r f o r Wo m e n’s G l o b a l L e a d e r s h i p

4

Promoting  an  end  to  gender-based  
violence  and  highlighting  linkages  
with  militarism
16  Days  of  Activism  Against  
Gender  Violence  Campaign
During the 2011 Campaign, CWGL led
the coordination of activities worldwide to
November 25-December 10 promote the elimination of gender-based
violence. Advocating under the theme,
Did  you  
From Peace in the Home to Peace in the
know?
World: Let’s Challenge Militarism and End
Violence Against Women!, women’s rights
The 16 Days
organizations and allies engaged in diverse
of Activism
activities, including awareness raising on
Against Gender the specific campaign theme of the role of
Violence is an
small arms in domestic violence. Building
international
on the global meeting of experts CWGL
campaign
convened in June 2011, initiatives ranged
coordinated
from advocacy around domestic violence
by the Center
to film screenings on political violence.

for Women’s
Global
Leadership.
Since 1991, the
Campaign has
been in direct
communication
with 4,114
organizations in
172 countries in
every region of
the world.

such as the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR),
and governments, including the Belize
Ministry of Health and the Jordanian
National Commission for Women. The
chart below provides a regional geographic
breakdown of participating organizations.
Please note that this chart only represents
organizations in contact with CWGL and
as such does not represent the full level of
Campaign participation.

Women  Join  Forces  to  End  Violence  
and  Promote  Peace

Types  of  Initiatives

As global campaign coordinator, CWGL
collaborated with more than 500
organizations in 106 countries. To date, the
Campaign has been in direct communication
with 4,114 organizations in 172 countries
worldwide; an increase of 10% just over
the last year! Participating organizations
varied in scale and size, from individual
bloggers to local grassroots organizations,
e.g., Cambodia Defenders Project, regional
groups, e.g., Project Kesher in Eastern
Europe, international organizations, e.g.,
Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, multilateral organizations

From our documented evidence there
were approximately 400 initiatives
focused on the Campaign theme. Over
100 concentrated on violence perpetuated
by state agents, often examining the role
local law enforcement plays in propagating
violence and the effects of the presence of
the military on local communities; and
focus on the proliferation of small arms
often intersected with work on domestic
violence. Many groups advocated for the
control of small arms trafficking based on
the prevelant use of these weapons in the
perpetuation of violence against women.

2011-2012  Highlights
November  30,  2011
CWGL  launched  meeting  report,  
Macroeconomics  and  the  Human  
Rights  to  Water  and  Sanitation
January  11,  2012
3KLODQWKURSHGLDLGHQWL¿HV
&:*/DPRQJWRS¿YHH[SHUW
recommended  high-impact  

QRQSUR¿WVZRUNLQJLQWKH¿HOGRIYLROHQFH
against  women  internationally
-DQXDU\
CWGL  launched  meeting  report  and  
video,  The  Right  to  Food,  Gender  Equality  
and  Economic  Policy  

)HEUXDU\0DUFK
CWGL  conducted  its  second  annual  
Student  Advocacy  Training  and  convened  
various  events  and  panels  at  the  56th  
session  of  the  United  Nations  Commission  
on  the  Status  of  Women,  New  York,  NY.  
Events  and  panels  include:  

Open  Forum  on  the  16  Days  Campaign  
)DFLOLWDWLQJ+XPDQ5LJKWVIURP
D)HPLQLVW3HUVSHFWLYH3DQHO
Intersections  of  Violence  Against  
:RPHQDQG0LOLWDULVP,QWHUQDWLRQDO
Women’s  Day  Reception  &  Dance  Party  
5LJKWWR3DUWLFLSDWHDW&6:WKHFDVH
RI,UDQ%XLOGLQJD6WURQJHU8QLWHG
Nations  for  Women:  One  Year  after  UN
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Global  Scope
The 16 Days Campaign is imbued with the
commitment, struggle and solidarity of
feminist organizations worldwide. As the
global coordinator, CWGL works to provide
participants with accessible resources to help
shape local actions across the world.

Flyer for Amnesty International’s
Stop Violence Against Women
Film Festival in Melbourne,
Australia.

Social Media
t 44,000 website hits in the 16 days of
the Campaign (37,000 visitors, 194
countries and territories; 77,000 page
views and hundreds of events posted
to Online Campaign Calendar)
t Facebook page surged by 30% to over
18,000 fans; 350,000 post views by
11,000 active users during the weeks
of the Campaign
t CWGL, with Inter Press Service,
organized a multi-lingual 16
Days Campaign Tweet-a-thon
on November 25th. Hundreds of
organizations participated with the
hashtag #16days, which trended on
Twitter , including from places like
Amsterdam, Cairo, Johannesburg,
Karachi, Rome and Singapore.
t Over 800 photos from Campaign
participants around the world. View
them on CWGL’s 16 Days Flickr page.
t e-Updates with resources, photos,
and activities via CWGL’s Issuu page
16 Days Campaign Take Action Kit
t 11,300 downloads of electronic version
t Campaign materials were made
available in 26 languages
Thank you to all our volunteer translators!

2011 Campaign Logo

Raising  Awareness  Among  the  Youth:
CWGL’s  Collaboration  with  Stardoll
For the second year in a row, Stardoll (www.
stardoll.com), the virtual social media site
for girls aged 9-17, partnered with CWGL to
feature the 16 Days Campaign on its site. It

:RPHQ¶V&UHDWLRQ5XUDO:RPHQ¶V
6SHDN2XW7KRXVDQGVRI0LOHV
Apart,  Rural  Women  Stand  United  
5XUDO:RPHQ3RYHUW\&ULVHV
5LJKWV'HYHORSPHQW3DUDGLJP
and  Women’s  Agency  and  Rights  
(FRQRPLF-XVWLFHIRU:RPHQRI
Color:  a  Human  Rights  Perspective

March  5,  2012
CWGL’s  digital  poster  collection  
awarded  the  2012  Association  of  
College  and  Research  Libraries  
Women  and  Gender  Studies  Section  
$ZDUGIRU6LJQL¿FDQW$FKLHYHPHQW
in  Woman’s  Studies  Librarianship,  
American  Library  Association
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offered the opportunity to raise awareness
and educate members about gender-based
violence and peacebuilding. Members
communicated in Q&A sessions on
violence, abuse and healthy relationships,
with Radhika Balakrishnan, Executive
Director of CWGL; Sharon Bhagwan Rolls,
Executive Director of FemLINKPacific;
and Nyaradzayi Gumbonzvanda, General
Secretary of the World YWCA. Stardoll’s
16 Days Campaign site garnered over
1 million page views by approximately
850,000 visitors, with over 224,000
members participating in an informational
quiz which aimed to raise awareness on
violence against women.
Security  Project:  What  Does  
Security  Mean  to  You?
This multi-year project intends to
document the ways in which security
is defined by civil society. Through this
project, we will work toward a feminist
definition of security.
Often when we hear about security, it’s
in terms of the State: military, police,
private armies or other “security sector”
agents. This project aims to ask, in the
life of an individual, what does it take to
feel secure? Learn more and participate
at http://cwgl.rutgers.edu/program-areas/
gender-based-violence/security-project.
All responses are confidential.
This project directly connects CWGL’s
work on violence against women and
militarism with our work on economic
and social rights.

March  7,  2012
Douglass  Residential  College  &  Center  
for  Women’s  Global  Leadership  organized  
panel  on  “Violence  Against  Women  &  
Militarism:  A  Dialogue,”  New  Brunswick,  
NJ

March  22,  2012
CWGL  launched  Spanish  
translation  of  The  Right  to  Food,  
Gender  Equality  and  Economic  
Policy  Meeting  Report
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Building  Coalitions  and  
Strengthening  Capacity
Did  you  
know?
CWGL serves
as one of
two NGO
advisors to the
Inter-Agency
Programme
Appraisal
Committee
to the UN
Trust Fund to
End Violence
Against
Women, the
United Nations
grant-making
mechanism
exclusively
dedicated to
addressing
violence against
women and
girls in all its
forms.
CWGL is also a
member of the
Nobel Women’s
Initiative’s
International
Campaign
to Stop Rape
& Gender
Violence in
Conflict.ay

Building on our history and the unique role
we play in the global women’s movement,
CWGL continues to facilitate coalitions and
strengthen capacity around those urgent
issues that are critical for policy reform at
the international and national levels. For
over two decades CWGL has successfully
built relationships and partnered with
diverse women’s organizations globally. The
Center worked collaboratively to develop
coalitions, campaigns, working groups, and
other formal and informal arrangements
that made progress towards the realization
of gender equality at the international and
national levels.
The primary strategies we employ are to:
Organize and disseminate cutting
edge feminist research in the area of
human rights to broaden and deepen
the capacity of women leaders and
social justice organizations to analyze,
comment on, and create alternatives
to policies shaping the lives of women
and girls;
Build the capacities of women’s and
social justice organizations to better
facilitate policy and structural changes
across countries, cultures, religions
and generations;
Work closely with feminist leaders
to mobilize their organizations and
partners to influence policies at the
international and national levels;

Collaborate closely with feminist
leaders to advocate for structural
changes at the international and
national levels; and
Connect and convene women
organizations and other stakeholders
for policy reform at the international
and national levels.
CWGL  in  Partnership
t Association for Women’s Rights in Development
(AWID), Institutional Member
t Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE),
Action Council
t Extraterritorial Obligations (ETO) Consortium, Member
t Gender Equality Architecture Reform (GEAR)
Campaign, Member
t Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP),
Supporting Organization
t Institute for Women’s Leadership Consortium, Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey, Member
t Inter-Agency Programme Appraisal Committee, UN
Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women, NGO
Advisor
t International Campaign to Stop Rape & Gender
Violence in Conflict, Nobel Women’s Initiative (NWI),
Advisory Committee
t International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN),
Associate
t International Network for Economic, Social & Cultural
Rights (ESCR-Net), Member
t International Programs, School of Arts and Sciences,
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Member
t National Council for Research on Women (NCRW),
Member Organization
t NGO Associated with the United Nations Department
of Public Information (DPI)
t NGO in Consultative Status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
t The Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship
with the United Nations (CoNGO), Full Member
t US Human Rights Network (USHRN), Member
t Women Human Rights Defenders International
Coalition (WHRD IC), Member

2011-2012  Highlights
$SULO
CWGL  held  an  Economic  Justice  
Training  as  well  as  organized  and  
participated  in  multiple  events  
at  the  Association  for  Women’s  
Rights  in  Development  (AWID)  
2012  Forum,  Istanbul,  Turkey.  
Events  and  panels  CWGL  

sponsored  and  co-sponsored  include:  
'D\V&DPSDLJQ&RUQHU'HP\VWLI\LQJ
(FRQRPLFV0DFURHFRQRPLF3ROLF\8QSDFNLQJ
the  Care  Crisis:  Using  a  Human  Rights  and  
0DFURHFRQRPLFV)UDPHZRUN&KDQJLQJ:RUOG
*HRSROLWLFVDQG*OREDO*RYHUQDQFH
Passionate  Politics)LOP6FUHHQLQJ&DOOWRWKH
Importance  of  Capacity  Building  on  

Economics  and  Women’s  Rights:  Challenges,  
JDSVDQGRSSRUWXQLWLHV7UDQVIRUPLQJ*OREDO
)UDPHZRUNV8VLQJDIHPLQLVWOHQVWRLQÀXHQFH
WKH816SHFLDO3URFHGXUHV0DQGDWH$XVWHULW\
for  the  Poor  and  Bailouts  for  the  Rich:  Threats  
to  equality,  justice  and  human  rights  in  the  US  
%XLOGLQJD6WURQJHU81IRU:RPHQ2QH<HDU
DIWHU81:RPHQ¶V&UHDWLRQ&KDQJLQJ:RUOG

Geopolitics  and  Global  Governance  
9RLFHVRI([SHULHQFH$FWLYLVWVDQG
$FDGHPLDVKDUHWKHLUH[SHULHQFHV
stories  of  motivation,  leadership,  
VWUDWHJLHV PRUH0LOLWDULVP9LROHQFH
DQG&RQÀLFW$XVWHULW\IRUWKH3RRUDQG
Bailouts  for  the  Rich:  Threats  to  equality,  
MXVWLFHDQGKXPDQULJKWVLQWKH86
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I have learned a
great deal from
my colleagues
that has enriched
my research and
deepened my
understanding
of the challenges
we face in South
America as we
strive to redesign
our governments
and our strategies
for achieving
more universal
acceptance of
our basic human
rights.
Visiting Global Associate
Marcela Olivera, Latin
American coordinator for
the Water for All campaign,
Cochabamba, Bolivia

Gender  Equality       
Architecture  Reform    
Campaign

CWGL, as a Global Focal Point and founding
member of the GEAR Campaign facilitation
committee, monitored the developments
of UN Women using critical benchmarks:
(i) incorporation of a human rights-based
approach; (ii) development of partnerships
and strengthened engagement between
UN Women & Civil Society; and (iii)
enhancement of UN Women’s operational
capacity. GEAR was instrumental in the
formation of the UN Women Global Civil
Society Advisory Group through concrete
inputs regarding structure and nomination of
feminist leaders. GEAR also highlighted the
urgent issue of financing for gender equality
and women’s rights amongst Member States.
Visiting  Global  Associate  Program
Building on our work with the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Safe
Drinking Water and Sanitation, CWGL was
pleased to host Marcela Olivera as the 20112012 Visiting Global Associate. As the Latin
American coordinator for the Water for All
campaign, she manages “Red Vida,” a citizens
network based in Cochabamba, Bolivia
which works to preserve/establish water as a
public good and human right.
Marcela gave lectures, contributed to
conferences and panel discussions, and
wrote articles and papers. She also worked
with students, staff and faculty to share her
experiences on issues related to water, the
environment, sanitation, human rights, Latin
American politics, and social movements.

0LOLWDULVP9LROHQFHDQG&RQÀLFW7KH
Task  Ahead

May  2,  2012
CWGL  held  event  for  students  from  
the  United  Nations  Commission  
on  the  Status  of  Women  Student  
Advocacy  Training  to  share  their  
H[SHULHQFHVDWWKH81DQGWKH

global  women’s  rights  movement,  New  
Brunswick,  NJ
May  6-13,  2012
The  International  Campaign  to  Stop  
5DSH *HQGHU9LROHQFHLQ&RQÀLFW
launched  with  a  Week  of  Action,  Nobel  
Women’s  Initiative  (CWGL  is  on  the  
Advisory  Committee)

CWGL’s 2012 Student Advocacy Training on the UN CSW
participants, Graduation Day
© Center for Women’s Global Leadership

Student  Advocacy  Training  on  the  
United  Nations  Commission  on  the  
Status  of  Women
At the 2011 CSW, CWGL piloted its first
Student Advocacy Training on women’s
rights, which received an overwhelmingly
positive response from students and Rutgers
University senior leadership. For 2012, CWGL
expanded the course over six months, applied
one academic credit through the Women’s
and Gender Studies Department, developed a
mentoring component, and created an online
platform for student reflections.
CWGL designed the training to serve as a guide
for young feminist student activists based at the
university to advocate for women’s rights locally
and globally. The training bridges feminist
theory and praxis though readings, discussions
and concrete experience participating at the
CSW. Participants found the experience to
be transformative, influencing their future
education and career plans in the nonprofit
sector, public policy, conflict resolution, and
international and local human rights activism.

Attending the CSW provided me
with a once in a lifetime experience
to acquire knowledge about various
women’s and social justice issues.
Participant, Student Advocacy Training on the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women

May  17,  2012
Women’s  Human  Rights  in  
Founding  Director  &  Senior  Scholar  
Development”  consultation  with  
Charlotte  Bunch  appointed  to  UN  Women   International  Women’s  Rights  
Global  Civil  Society  Advisory  Group
Action  Watch  (IWRAW)  Asia  
-XQH
3DFL¿FLQ%DQJNRN7KDLODQG
CWGL  co-sponsored  the  “Using  CEDAW  
C e n t e r f o r Wo m e n’s G l o b a l L e a d e r s h i p
5
to  Strengthen  Accountability  for  

7

CWGL  in  the  World
Global  Media  Coverage
Al Jazeera
American Library Association
ArabAmericanNews.com
Association for Women’s Rights in
Development (AWID)
C-SPAN
CarolinaLive.com
CeaseFire Magazine
Climate Connections
Desastres.org
ESCR-Net
European Women’s Lobby
Gaceta.mx
Global Room for Women
GRW Newswire
Haberler.com
Her Campus
Huffington Post
Human Rights Budget Network
iDest.com
MediaGlobal News

MIX NYC
Morning Sentinel
On the Issues Magazine
Ogirassol.com.br
Philanthropedia
Repórter Diário
Rutgers Today
Say No-UNiTE
Scoop Independent News
Sexuality Policy Watch
Stardoll
The Daily Targum
The Guardian
Trustlaw
United Nations webcast
U.S. House of Representatives
WGDR community radio,
Goddard College
Women’s Aid blog
Women’s News Network
WITNESS blog

Select  Speaking  Engagements
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Radhika Balakrishnan, “Creating Economic Opportunities for Women,”
National Council for Research on Women Annual Conference,
Georgetown University Conference Center, Washington, DC, June 21,
2012.
Savi Bisnath, “Southeast Asia Consultation: Using CEDAW to Strengthen
Accountability for Women’s Human Rights in Development,” International
Women’s Rights Action Watch Asia Pacific with support from the Center
for Women’s Global Leadership, Bangkok, Thailand, June 5-8, 2012.
Charlotte Bunch, “Major Activists for Social Justice” panel at The Fluidity
of Gender: Sculpture by Linda Stein, Flomenhaft Gallery, New York, NY,
May 30, 2012.
Charlotte Bunch, Savi Bisnath, “Violence against Indigenous Women: ‘A
life without violence, a life with autonomy,’” the 11th session of the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, sponsored by the International
Indigenous Women’s Forum-FIMI, UN Church Center, New York, NY,
May 9, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Understanding the Dangers of Power and Wealth
Imbalances and What We Can Do About It: Nine Economists Speak Out
at OWS: Why Human Rights is Important to Economic Policy” Bryant
Park, New York, NY, May 1, 2012.
Marcela Olivera, “Environmental Politics in Bolivia Under Evo Morales:
Buen Vivir vs. New Extractivism,” Kimmel Center, NYU, New York, NY,
April 24, 2012.
Julie Ann Salthouse, “Promoting an End to Gender-Based Violence and
Militarism,” 2012 AWID Forum, Istanbul, Turkey, April 22, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Austerity for the Poor and Bailouts for the Rich:
Threats to Equality, Justice and Human Rights in the US,” 2012 AWID
Forum, Istanbul, Turkey, April 21, 2012.
Margot Baruch, “Reflections on Economic Justice Education - Voices
of Experience: Activists and Academia Share their Experiences, Stories
of Motivation, Leadership, Strategies and More,” 2012 AWID Forum,
Istanbul, Turkey, April 21, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, Savi Bisnath, “Tranforming Global Frameworks:
Using a feminist lens to influence the UN Special Procedures Mandate,”
2012 AWID Forum, Istanbul, Turkey, April 20, 2012.
Marcela Olivera, Changing the Flow: Organizing Water Movements in
Latin America, Peter Graham Scholarly Commons, Bird Library, Syracuse
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University, Syracuse, NY, April 16, 2012.
Margot Baruch, “Making Economics Work for Us: A Human Rights and
Feminist Perspective,” Global Social Work Student Conference, New York, NY,
March 25, 2012.
Marcela Olivera, “Technologies of Knowledge: Imagining Life in the Americas,”
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, March 23, 2012.
Julie Ann Salthouse, “Women’s Activism and Leadership,” College of Saint
Elizabeth, Morristown, NJ, March 23, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Capitalism, Sustainability and Economic Democracy,”
Left Forum, New York, NY, March 18, 2012.
Marcela Olivera, “Capitalism, Imperial Geopolitics and the Climate Crisis:
Where Next for the Climate Justice Movement?,” Left Forum, New York, NY,
March 17, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “The Women’s Show,” International Women’s Day,
WMNF 88.5, March 8, 2012.
Savi Bisnath (Moderator), “Violence Against Women and Militarism: A
Dialogue,” New Brunswick, NJ, March 7, 2012.
Marcela Olivera, “The Right to Water in the Americas,” Auditorium of King
Juan Carlos I of Spain Center, NYU, New York, NY, March 6, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Rural Women-Poverty-Crises-Rights,” UN
Headquarters, New York, NY, March 2, 2012.
Charlotte Bunch, “The Right to Participate in the CSW, the Case of Iran,”
Salvation Army, International Social Justice Commission, New York, NY,
February 29, 2012.
Savi Bisnath, Julie Ann Salthouse, “Intersections of Violence Against Women
and Militarism,” UN Church Center, New York, NY, February 29, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, Margot Baruch, “Facilitating Human Rights from a
Feminist Perspective,” UNChurch Center, New York, NY, February 28, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Freedom to Occupy? Reclaiming Space and
Reinventing Protest,” Skylight Room, CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY,
February 27, 2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, Julie Ann Salthouse, “Open Forum: 16 Days of Activism
Against Gender Violence,” UN Church Center, New York, NY, February 27,
2012.
Marcela Olivera, “Making Worlds: An OWS Forum on the Commons”
Brooklyn, NY, February 16-18, 2012.
Charlotte Bunch, Film Screening: “Passionate Politics: The Life and Work of
Charlotte Bunch,” NY Institute of Technology, New York, NY, February 10,
2012.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Women’s Global Leadership for Human Rights and
Economic Justice,” Association of American Colleges and Universities Annual
Meeting, Washington, DC, January 26, 2012.
Margot Baruch, “Applying a human rights framework to macroeconomic
policies,” US Human Rights Network Annual Membership Conference, Los
Angeles, CA, December 11, 2011.
Radhika Balakrishnan, Marcela Olivera, US Human Rights Network (USHRN)
National Human Rights Conference, Los Angeles, CA, December 9-11, 2011.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “People at the Centre: Human Rights in Global
Economics and Development, A Discussion in Commemoration of the 25th
Anniversary of the UN Declaration on the Right to Development,” Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Headquarters, New York, NY,
December 5, 2011.
Savitri Bisnath, “From War to Work: Women Building Back Communities,”
Marymount Manhattan College, New York, NY, December 1, 2011.
Marcela Olivera, “Peak Planet: Strategies for Collective Survival,” New York,
NY, November 13, 2011.
Marcela Olivera, “The Right to Water in the Americas,” Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, NJ, October 25, 2011.
Radhika Balakrishnan, “Ensuring Economic Equality for Women in a Global
Society,” National Association of Women Judges Annual Conference, Rutgers
Law School, Newark, NJ, October 14, 2011.
Charlotte Bunch, “The ICC and Protection of Civilians,” a discussion in honor
of International Justice Day and the 13th anniversary of the adoption of the
Rome Statute, UN Headquarters, New York, NY, July 15, 2011.
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